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Wexford Co Co

Planning Department

County Hall

Wexford

Re:
Objector Planning Application Ref. Pl. 20091355) Applicant Chan 
Holdings LTD for the change of use of the existing take-away and 
dwelling house to a licensed gaming facility and associated works.
Dear Sir or Madam

I wish to submit a formal objection to the planning application by Chan Holdings Ltd for change of use of the existing take-away and dwelling house to a licensed gaming facility and associated works at Strand Road, Rosslare Strand, Co Wexford (Pl. Ref. 20091355).  I hereby enclose a cheque for €20 re same.

I am a full time resident of Rosslare Strand, my property is located as shown on the accompanying map and I wish to object in the strongest terms to the application for a gaming arcade on the following basis.

1. This type of usage is wholly unsuited to Rosslare Strand and if permitted will erode the ‘character and identity’ of the Strand that has been built up over many years.  Thus far Rosslare Stand has managed to avoid the kind of development that has destroyed many other Irish seaside towns.

2. The facility itself will also give rise to a material change in the pattern and hours of usage.  The current take-away premises closes at approximately 10.00p.m., whereas the opening hours for the gaming facility will be considerably longer i.e. similar to pub / licensed premises, this will result in cars and people arriving and leaving the premises at 1.00a.m. in the middle of what is a residential area.

3. The smoking area located to the rear of the premises will be located within …….m of our bedroom windows, which will give rise to late night nuisance when families are trying to sleep.  

4. The law governing smoking areas states that a structure cannot be enclosed, therefore late night noise arising from socialising in the smoking area can not be acoustically contained in any way this will be a total nuisance to those trying to sleep in adjoining properties.

5. The planning application refers to ‘family’ amusements, this could give rise to the impression that in some ways a ‘play zone’ of the type seen in Wexford town, which are suitable for rainy day excursions for families with young children.  

However it is clear from an inspection of the plans and the recent public meeting, that the ‘family’ aspect of this proposal is really a ‘fig leaf’ and is only included because it is a requirement of law.

Conclusion

I trust therefore that I can rely on the local authority refusing this application and reviewing the policy on amusement arcades to bring Wexford Co Co into line with other local authorities around the country who have taken an enlightened stance against this kind of outdated ‘seaside’ facility.

In all reality gaming arcades/slot machine offer nothing whatsoever in terms of social, cultural, sporting or recreational amenity to individuals or families and will if granted represent an erosion ‘of the character and identity of the village’ and the unique family holiday environment that has developed in Rosslare Strand over generations.

Yours sincerely

__________________

Encl.
a)
€20 Cheque made payable to Wexford Co Co.


b)
Map showing location of objector’s house.

